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SAN FRANCISCO—California Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye issued the following 

statement in response to the finalization of the 2013–2014 Budget Act:  

“I am both pleased and concerned.  

“On the one hand, this is the first time in the last five years that the judicial branch has not 

suffered additional cuts. It’s the first step in the long road to restoring funding to our judicial 

system. I respect that the Governor and Legislature have challenging choices to make in 

balancing the state budget, and I am especially encouraged that the Governor and Legislature 

have listened so carefully to our concerns and the concerns of others who spoke on our behalf. I 

very much appreciate the advocacy of the Judicial Council and all those within the branch—the 

justices, judges, court administrators, attorneys, the Bench Bar Coalition, the California Judges 

Association, the state bar, the Open Courts Coalition, and other advocacy groups—all those who 

recognize the need for a cohesive and coherent message in advocating for the public’s access to 

justice. 

“On the other hand, we have a long way to go. In the last several years, about $1 billion in 

General Fund support has been taken from the judicial branch, and the courts are still struggling 

with a net budget reduction of almost a half billion dollars. And we are out of one-time solutions 

and funding transfers to blunt the impact of such massive budget reductions in the future. 

Although the extra $63 million for the branch in this year’s budget allows us to start rebuilding, 

it may not be enough to reopen courts that have closed. It may not be enough to bring back court 

employees who have been laid off or to stop ongoing furloughs for many court employees. And 

it absolutely won’t be enough to provide the kind of access to justice the public deserves. We 

need fuller restoration to the branch budget so we can adequately serve the public. We need to 

keep our courts open. We need safe and secure courthouses. And we need more judges in areas 

of the state that have been underserved for many years.  

“Our justices, judges, attorneys, and court administrators will gather together in the coming 

weeks to discuss how we will meet our immediate challenges while making our business 

processes more efficient, transparent, and accountable. Fortunately, the branch has a lot of talent, 

and I am confident we will meet those challenges.” 
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# # # 

The Judicial Council is the policymaking body of the California courts, the largest court system in the nation. Under 

the leadership of the Chief Justice and in accordance with the California Constitution, the council is responsible for 

ensuring the consistent, independent, impartial, and accessible administration of justice. The Administrative Office 

of the Courts carries out the official actions of the council and promotes leadership and excellence in court 

administration. 

 


